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Bur moze than 32,600,000 sod half 


a century of progress have beeni 


spent, transtiguring that cress ald 


commercialisns inio a truly menici- | 


pai, really dreamy, super swimming 


ihe net result to o date? Principally! | 


just dreamy. 


ten years, 
swimming WAS. rida prohibited, i 


even tf you-cculd hare found zi 
plece to rent & swim sili— which ate 


couldnt. 

The “np swimming” order bs dis-} 
regarded, of course, by such private 
parties as. the Lara members. of! 
hin ard South 
vea Rowing and Swimming Ciubs. 
park's municipal man- 
ement observes the order, which 


aS the Health Departmert’s dis- 
mal housewarming present 


> t0 
&nustie Parx's magnificent ae 
when it was opened on the 


Mayor Rosel’s birthday, Sete 


1938. 


to the Park Commissicn after were 
time. Army use. will be. reopened 
shortly by the Park Commission. 


And, once again, the Commission 


wili consider the Health Depart- 
ment’s edict in its answer to the 
intriguing old: question: 

“The casino is lively—but what 
can you do with at?” 

The Health Deparment says 
Aquatic Park’s waters are polluted by 

the Pier 37 sewage outlet—a eid 
ere which won't be remedied uh- 
til the proposed Broadway sewage 
reduction plant is compieted, a year 
or two hence. 

Meanwhile, the Park Commission 
hopes to make its facilities usefn! 
tc. sun bathers, and to civic groups 
who want the casino’s hal's for rec- 
reational purposes. 


But it mas other- problems. The 
first is financial Since no fends 
were available for Aquatic Park, 
hen the 4th Anti-Aircrafr Group 

ed it back from war duty, the 
pleasure palace nas had to linger] - 
under lock and = key. unsi poe new 
fiscal year. 

Tourists marvel before TE won- 
drous relic from the great days. cf 
WPA, as spectacular, as opulent 
and as empty as any Mayan temple. 

The new budget aliows $15,000 for 
repairs to the building—an adequete 


sum, inasmuch as the Army turned} 
the pavilion back in first-rate con- { 


dition. . 

The exterior needs a coat of 
whitewash, and one of Benny Bu- 
fane’s: ‘granite penguins needs a new 
steel plate fn its head, damaged! 
by vandals. ‘That’s about all ~ 

‘Likewise, the budget allows. $109,- 


000 for new pilings alon atic}members of the ncient ro 
i a Moca clubs named above. a 


Park pier—the fishermen’s pars- 


disé, built for $260,000 in 1932, ex-| 
tending like 2 curved big iae cff tnetisnod involved-—on the 


toot of Van Ness. l 
Tides, it seems, washed. protective] 
sands from the. original pilings, and 


sumed by- salt water 
whese palates favor wood. 
Untoriimately, though, the bud- 
get says nothing about paying for 
maintenance » and tion 
4quatic Park's pavilion, including 
he bathhouse section. beyond ani 
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” Sixty years ago there. wás a dot of activity around here 


FORLORN AND UNUSED LANDMARK 
San Francisco's Problem Spot---Aquatic Park 


By -KEVIN WA LLACE : 
_ Sixty years ago at Aquatic Park) 
“you could sashsy into Pannie 4n-} 
nies or the Kelly Sisvers’ bath-j 
| dime, and emerge to} 
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The casino, returned a year ago 


y“ 


Bere is a diagram to orient Fou, 
from lelt to right, aronnd San 
Francisco's super swimming-pé- 
vition-without-swimming, which 
will resume operations “soon,” 


The shrubbery at the left mar- 
‘gin belongs to Fort Sfason. The 
street fs Yan Ness avenue, which 
cwlngs on out along a $200,000 
pier—schedaled now for $100,000 
rep . 2 terminal ecmfort 
station net, alas, in operation. 

At the root-of the pier, . youl: 
note the Department of Educa- 
tion's small bo dock, now Ip 
use by tho Ser 


The roma Bouse this side ot 


oh tree 


it is another Park Commission 
comfort station, which shares its 
space with a refreshment counter, 
operated profitably by a conces- 
“fonairc 


That big thing sticking out oa! 
the lawn—<the one that loaks like 
an outsize fountain mixer—is 2 
sound syster speaker for contro! 
of the beach: ains, not in opera- 
tiorm. f 

The bocce ball daren avd noon 
sun bathers, up here in the fore- 

ground, are poachers on Water 
Dicrattnent land, also not in of- 
dpe ae use. 


The central fixtures at the right 


are those of the $2,000,000 WPA 
Aquatic Park pavillon—modern, 
efficient, lavish—but, sad to say, 


closed. The Park Commission 


plans, however, to reopen {ft “in 
the next month cr s9.” 

The = right-hand pier in the 
background is, of course, the Hyde 
street wharf, with the Marine 
Exchange lookout at the end: 
Barney Gould’s showboat-with- 
out-a-show (as yet} ploigside; 
and the ancient Ariel, 
aad South End Rowing and 
Swimming clubhouses at its right. 
. Marin county, Belvedere, Angel 
island and Alcatraz ate in the 
far bapheround. 


Doiphin : 


bave to make up ea masier pian,|P 
io be annowmced in the next week} fom the railway. 
or 60. Then we'll fust start op-! 
erating gradually, 
funds we can from other parts of{the city project. In 192%, Presidenti marvel was estimated at $1.000,000| Aquatic Park—-to maintain it as a 
our department.” 


month or so. 


Aquatic Park dream, first dreamed 
before the turn of the century, by| were bougnt for the Park Commis- 


iNarth Point Street, between Larkiniment by 
and Van Ness avenue—when the 
Architecturat Ciub awarded a 
these have since been largely con-|for the first ambitions Aquatic Park 
creatures | design. ‘That was 1932. 


had been buried ander debris, re- 
moved from Chinatown after 
of{1906 fire, the nea ee 
Prancisco’s oniy sheltered 
ming area. 


. 
‘ 
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siding: watchmen and a skeleton; 
jenitoria! crew. nounced plans for s $10,000,000 rail-lion ilt was some some 

“First,” says. the Commission's water k i father when a new sand beach was im- 
eecreation chief, jce Hickey, “we'll eta bargained the land sway|ported from the Union Square Ga- 
mai: a {rage excavation.) 


Ir 1925, . Governor .Ricnarason 
getting what! ceded adjoining State tidelands tojcompleted ship-shape, four-story 
Cooidge ceded sn erstwhile chunklin Federe! funds. 


‘Opening day? Well—maybe in aloft Port Mason to the same munict-{ The time grew closer. Hiliatre 


pal dream. _ iy 
And that ís the status of thel Subsequestly, snipe ‘and bits o EAREN 
neighboring commercial property PAE 


sion, which: even now has an eye 
on the Water ‘Bepertnents lot at 
The city mdn’t even own thejthe foot of Van Ness. | 
Bay side of|. Recently abandoned for develop- 
Trader Vic, for want of a 
liquor Heense, the Water Depart- 
‘ei men? real estate is now used aes 
poschers— day stn ers 
Za pr bali f fans, who 
oo improvised their . 
The Park Commission ant ee 
put a children’s playgrat \ 
‘cave was stiil Sanithere _ | T 
swim-] In 1936, the WPA began con-' 2e 
struction of Aquatic Park's =| | | 


Although the original sand beach 


ë 
-In 1917, the Southern Pacific an- i d'oeuvre, its dream castle, its pavil- P 


Late in 1932. cost of the nearly 


Wiler., muralist and director ot thel. 
| project's daxsting stainless-steel, 
marble and mastac d oration, made 
front pages if a row with the man- 
ramets concerning esthetics, Pub- 
liciste warmed to the topie~and by 
opening day, their estimate of 
Costs had soured tc $2.600,000. 
Assistant Parks Superintendent 
= Rolph, who recalls those days, 
doubts if anybexty ever knew the 
real cost of the pavilion, bur he 
says it Was certainly a lot. 
a Such was the frenzy on opening 
A 


f 


day, W. A. "BINI" Hansen predicted 
it would be no time before the cave 
was fitted with pipes to circulate 
steam from the nearby PE. 
station, and keep the water tropi- 
cai for swimming the year ‘round, 

Just a few months had passed, 
however, When it came out that the 
WPA hadn't finished the project, 
safter all A I$ by 17 foot mosaic 
meral and a pier comfort station 
weren't complete. 

Concasstonaires, who took over the 
easino’s restaurant anid bar facilities, 
jasserted thetr lease didn’t require 
them to pay rent until the dulld- 
ing weg “finisned.” Ang they didn’t 

The WPA said THEY wouldn't 
{finish the building if it was being 

used for private enterprise And 
they didn't. 

The Park Commission ana the 
concessionaires went to court. The 


the earth. 

There followed s desuitory period 
of operating the casino’s hospitality 
Services by the Commission itself. 
It was getting slong finc-—especially 
the lavish bathhouse and shower 
section; in the basement. 

But then the war came along, and 
the pavilion became a headquar- 
ters of San Francisco's defense ar- 
rangements, 

People gradually forgot 
Aquatic Park. 

That’s why thers waa no money 
for it in the city’s kitty, when the]: 
Park Commission got it back inst 
year. Thats why funds ure still] 
mighty low. 

“San Francisco ts going to nate 
to discover again thet it has an 


ia gradually faded off the face of 
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facilities closed down, and tne z 


renege aE ay E er 


ideal seaside resort, ten minutes 


from the downtown ares,” Com- 
missioner Hickey remarked vester- 


y. 
“We're not Fet certain what Hiss 


time laterjits new cevelopment will take. Some}: 


swimming and boating, others want 
to introduce power craft for fishing 
parties, 
We do know, however, thal we'll 
go along with the original idea of 


| Swimming ar the cove reserved for 


recreational center for all of San 
Francisco,” 
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